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of charity and benevolence. We cannot, indeed, like our Divine Master, give sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, and strength to the paralyzed limb, but we can work miracles of grace and mercy by relieving the miseries of our suffering brethren. And never do we approach nearer to our Heavenly Father than when we alleviate the sorrows of others. Never do we perform an act more God-like than when we bring sunshine to hearts that are dark and desolate. Never are we more like to God than when we cause the flowers of joy and of gladness to bloom in souls that were dry and barren before. " Religion," says the Apostle, " pure and unspotted before God and the Father, is this: To visit the fatherless and widows in their tribulation, and to keep one's self undefiled from this world/' or, to borrow the words of pagan Cicero, " Homines ad Deos nulla re propius accedunt quam salutem hominibus dando " (There is no other way by which men can approach to the gods than by contributing to the welfare of their fellow-creatures).